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home tour

The Hunt Home 
Renovation Revealed

A PEEK BEYOND



the farmer’s mansion at 8939 W. Terrapin Hills Road looks much like it did in 1862 when it 
operated as the center of one of the largest farms in Boone County.

Owned today by Christina and Alex George, the farm was once known as the Hunt 
home, named after William B. Hunt, the founder of Huntsdale in 1893 and one of 
Boone County’s prominent citizens. When he died in 1903, a special train from Columbia 
brought mourners to the “burying” ground in Rocheport, according to a newspaper 
account at the time.

But his home, much like a Southern belle, which it is, has a few secrets concealed 
behind its beautiful exterior, with its tapered columns and two-story front porch. For 
starters, the Hunt home, named to the National Register of Historic Places in 1997, could 
just as easily be called the David Gentry home.

William Birch, or Burch, depending on the source, built the two-story house you see 
before you, but it was built around a one-and-a-half-story, two-room log home built by 
David Gentry around 1832, according to the National Register document. The log walls, 
now exposed, include marks from when a ladder led to a loft above the two rooms occu-
pied by the Gentry family.

The Hunt family hailed from Virginia, with Lenaus B. Hunt moving to Missouri in 1821. 
In 1851, he and his sons, William B. and Juda W., set off for California to take part in the 
gold rush. However, only William would live to tell the tale. According to family history, he 
returned a wealthy man. By the time he returned, Gentry had died, and his family sold the 
home and surrounding land to William B. Hunt, who in 1858 married Mary Ann Conley. 
The Hunts made their home in the Gentry log house until after the birth of their third 
child, when after having prospered enough from farming, they built a two-story I-house 
literally around the log home. 
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LEFT: The dining room is situated within 
the log cabin and retains the original 
fireplace and woodwork. Because the 
renovation created a family room, the 
Georges were able to create a dining 
room here, in what was the family room.
ABOVE, LEFT: The entryway with 
exposed log walls is a tribute to the his-
tory of the house.  The banister and stairs 
date from the 1860s, and the pattern on 
the floor was recreated from a fragment 
found during the original renovation.
ABOVE RIGHT:  The fireplace in the 
library, added in the 1860s, boasts its 
original mantelpiece and surround.  The 
mirror, inherited from Alex’s English 
grandmother, reflects original plasterwork 
and wallpaper on the ceiling.
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An I-house, by definition, is one 
room deep and at least two rooms wide, 
according to the National Register docu-
ment describing the Hunt home. This style 
of house was one of the first vernacular 
styles to be studied by scholars and 
received its name from the 1930s geog-
rapher Fred Kniffen. In Louisiana, Kniffen 
observed that settlers from Illinois, Indiana 
and Iowa often built such houses — hence 
the term I-house. Kniffen also noted that 
the “I” is an appropriate symbol for the 
tall, yet shallow houses. I-houses present 

the broad, gracious looking facades that 
are common among Southern homes. In 
fact, according to the National Register, the 
Hunt homes shares similar features with 
houses found in his father’s home state of 
Virginia: chimneys with stone bases and 
brick upper portions. 

The Hunt home not only provides a 
link to Boone County’s pre-Civil War roots, 
but also to the development of down-
town Columbia and the city’s Chamber 
of Commerce. Sanford Conley Hunt, one 
of Hunt’s sons, was one of the investors 

22 August/September 2010

before

ABOVE: The new family room/guest room with the music 
room beyond.
MIDDLE: The renovation did not change the footprint of 
the house by enclosing the covered porch (below).
RIGHT: The new mudroom, with cubbies for bags and 
shoes and a butler’s pantry for entertaining.



 columbia home & lifestyle  23

who helped build the recently renovated 
Strollway Center, now named the Atkins 
City Centre. The Strollway Center’s original 
name was the Virginia Building, named 
after Sanford Conley Hunt’s daughter, 
Virginia. Sanford Conley Hunt was also one 
of the founding members of the Columbia 
Commercial Club, which later became the 
Columbia Chamber of Commerce.

THE SECOND SECRET

Although Hunt had prospered, by the time 
Perry and Rebekah Luetkemeyer came 
upon the home in 1995, time had not been 
kind to it. 

It had been vacant for about two 
decades after passing out of the Hunt 
family, and Perry Luetkemeyer says rats and 
squirrels were living in it.

But he and his bride-to-be knew it was 
a home that deserved to be renovated and 
preserved, and as a general contractor of 
residential construction, Perry knew what 
to do to bring the house back to life.

The house still had its heart-pine floors, 
open staircase, all of its woodwork and 
the high — and dry — limestone founda-
tion. “It was a diamond in the rough,” he 
says. But Perry laughs when he recalls that 
his friends and family members didn’t see 
what he and Rebekah saw. When they’d 

come by and see the house, he says they’d 
only say, “Oh, my.” 

During the renovation, Perry and 
Rebekah discovered under plaster and 
lathe the old log house the home had been 
built around and decided to leave the logs 
revealed rather than cover them again. 

But they chose to conceal some things. 
The Luetkemeyers added a two-story 
addition on the back that fits the historic 
home so perfectly it goes unnoticed, yet it 
houses all the necessities of modern life: 
bathrooms, plumbing, electricity, even a 
modern sound system.

A SECRET GUESTROOM

Christina and Alex George bought the 
house in 2003, and for years they didn’t 
make any changes beyond adding some 
bookshelves. Alex is an attorney as well as 
an author of several novels, including one 
that has just been accepted by a leading 
publishing house in New York. Chris is the 
publisher of Columbia Home & Lifestyle.

For the most part, the house was 
perfect. Chris and Alex loved its clean, 
simple lines, and, like the Luetkemeyers, 
they didn’t want to take away from the 
historic nature of the home.

Yet, the house had little storage space, 
which began to grate on Chris, who is 
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ABOVE: The new bathroom, with double sinks and a shower, is 
adjacent to the new laundry room with pocket door.  
BELOW: The old bathroom traded places with the old laundry 
room (below). The window is now a door to the family room/
guest room, which creates a guest suite for visitors.
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extremely organized. However, her children, Catherine, 5, and 
Hallam, 9, are children, and that means they shed their hats, 
coats, shoes, boots, school supplies and sports equipment, which 
would end up strewn on the back porch, in the pantry, laundry room 
or the tiny half bath next to the back door.

There was another challenge, too. Chris is a native of Cali-
fornia, Mo., but Alex’s homeland is England. When his parents 
visit, they like to stay for a couple of weeks. But the only guest 
room was the former nursery, a closet-sized space.

No one complained, but Chris wanted a more welcoming 
retreat for her in-laws. “We waffled and wiffled for several years 
before I had my brainwave,” Chris says. Why not enclose the back 
porch the Luetkemeyers had added on, which would keep the 
profile the same but add enough space for a mudroom as well as 
a master suite guest room that could be used as a family room the 
other 50 weeks of the year. 

To turn her ideas into reality, Chris turned to Kerry Bramon 
Remodeling & Design. Through her work at the magazine, Chris 
was familiar with their work and their design/build approach 
to renovations. Chris wanted to work with them because she 
knew they’d take into consideration what she wanted and what 
her family needed. As the project developed, she says she also 
enjoyed the woman-to-woman connection with Angela Holloway, 
Bramon’s architectural designer.

Work began in 2009 and was completed by February 2010, 
and along the way, the George family received much more than 
two new rooms. 

“It opened up the whole house,” Chris says. The former family 
room became a dining room, which they didn’t have before, and 
she adds, “Our pantry, which was stuffed with every conceivable 
thing from recycling to art projects for the kids, is now a manage-
able space due to the extra space created by the mudroom.” And 
her in-laws? They like their new home away from home. 

The mudroom includes built-in shelves, cabinets and a butler’s 
pantry, with a mini fridge in case someone needs to grab a drink 
before running outside to play. The once cramped half bath 
became a laundry area, complete with cabinets with under-
cabinet lighting and a countertop, which creates a space for 
folding clothes. The laundry room also has a pocket door so any 
lurking laundry can be hidden away if necessary. 

The former laundry room became a full bath adjacent to the 
guest room/family room, which gives the visiting Georges their 
own bathroom when they visit — and the George children a place 
to shower off if they get too muddy outside to venture into the 
main portion of the house.

In addition to the guest room, enclosing the porch created 
another space: a music room where Alex can sit in the perfect 
spot to listen to jazz. 

Just above the music room, the former nursery/guest room 
has been turned into a writer’s nook for Alex, which makes Chris 
joke that one of these days they’ll install a Bat-pole for him to 
slide down every morning so he can just go from his desk to his      
music spot.

Shades and window treatments from Johnston’s Paint and 
Decorating give the guest room privacy but still allow light. In the 
kitchen area, the Hunter-Douglas Achitella Vertiglide on the new 
patio door slides all the way to the side when not in use and takes 
up only 6 ½ inches on the side, yet it provides one of the highest 

The existing root cellar, 
which is as old as the 
home, was made safe and 
clean with new doors, 
a concrete floor and 
lighting.  The log cabin in 
the background is sited 
where the original summer 
kitchen stood.

The windows were 
replaced with a sliding 
glass door, which leads to 
the new patio area.  The 
kitchen was brightened 
and updated with tile 
splashbacks, lighting and 
new appliances.
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RESOURCE LIST:

Kerry Bramon Remodeling and Design

Window treatments and paint by Glee Lemon at 
Johnston Paint and Decorating

Pavers by Midwest Block and Brick

Granite by Central Missouri Countertops

Lighting fixtures by Bright City Lights and  
Philips and Co.

Plumbing fixtures by Columbia Winnelson Co.

Appliances by Downtown Appliance Home Center

Flooring and tile by Carpet One, with installation by 
Kerry Bramon Remodeling and Design

Sound system by Pure Audio

Some of the artwork featured is from PS:Gallery

Landscaping Longfellow’s Garden Center, 
Jamestown, Mo.

All cabinets in the mudroom, bathroom, laundry 
room and refurbishing of the butcher block 

counters by Buddy Boger of L.B. Classic Woodworks

insulating values of all window treatment products, says Glee Lemon of John-
ston’s. Window treatments in the historic portion of the house were hung so 
as to not obscure unusual historic elements.

Both of the Georges love to cook, so in the renovation the kitchen 
received new appliances, gas plumbing, a fresh coat of paint on the cabinets 
and newly conditioned wood countertops as well as tile backsplashes. They 
also brightened the kitchen by adding under-cabinet lighting and above-
cabinet rope lighting. 

On the floors, the tile in the mudroom and the dark bamboo flooring for 
the rest of the now enclosed areas make the new space comfortable yet easy 
to clean.

Replacing two floor-to-ceiling windows by the kitchen with a patio door 
gave the family access to the newly landscaped outdoor space by the root 
cellar, now secured with metal doors and covered with stone pavers to create 
a sun-drenched seating area. The landscaping connects this area with the 
nearby historic log cabin the Luetkemeyers installed on the same site where 
the Hunt’s summer kitchen once stood.

The Georges had this new patio area plumbed for gas so Chris could 
grill out there rather than on the opposite side of the house. “Moving the 
outdoor living space to the west side got us away from the noisy air condi-
tion units in the summertime, and the plumbed gas means no changing of 
gas canisters,” Chris says.

They also added some whimsy. During the renovation, they painted the 
fireplace shields in Catherine’s and Hallam’s rooms with chalk paint so the 
children can leave themselves notes or draw. After all, much like the Hunt 
home, this is a house that is lived in. But now, instead of an operational 
center for a huge farm, it’s the center of a busy family.

And the renovation makes all that just a little nicer. The Hunts would have 
understood.  


